
English 9/ Honors English 9

Welcome to Seaholm High School!

Dear Freshman Student and Parent:

Each grade level has specific reading requirements, and we wanted to alert you to the reading lists and
the summer assignment for your class. All freshmen enrolled in English 9 and Honors English 9 for fall
2022 should read one book of your choice.

You may choose any book that is grade-level appropriate. It could be fiction or nonfiction. You ARE NOT
required to read a book from this list below, they are merely suggestions. it will be important for you and
your parents/guardians  to ensure your final book selection for the summer.  Only you and your parents
can make the final decision of which book best fits your family choices, preferences, and parameters.

Be sure to review the directions, graphic organizer and rubric in this packet. A digital copy of your
presentation and the hard copy of the graphic organizer are due the first week of class. We will go over
how to submit the assignment online the first week of school; be sure to save an electronic copy of the
assignment as well.

Consider using these resources to help you choose a book

● Please begin by considering some texts selected by the Seaholm Librarian, Ann Truesdell. They
include a great selection of popular novels read by current Seaholm students.

● Another option would be to select a book from this attached list. MISelf in Books is an annual
list of inclusive books for Michigan learners. The list was selected by a committee of certified
school librarians who are members of Michigan Association for Media in Education (MAME).
These recommendations are based on books that they see learners reading and enjoying in their
libraries. The books are published in the last two years and are selected with a focus on
authenticity. The list will include books for all grade levels: PreK-1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, and 9-12. Book
descriptions were taken from the summaries provided by the publishers’ websites. Please select
a book from the 9-12 section of the document.

● You may also be interested in reading a more “classic” text. Here is a compilation of high school
books from Goodreads. Please note that this is a collection curated by Goodreads, not Seaholm
High School English Teachers.

● Other: You may choose your own modern work of similar literary merit and reading level as the
above titles (must be at least 200 pages in length; written after 1950).

Please be aware that some books may contain mature/strong language and situations. Only you and
your parents can make the final decision of which book best fits your preferences and parameters.

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/Page/11906
http://www.mimame.org/uploads/1/2/3/9/123921068/2021_mame_miself_in_books_complete_list.pdf
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/high-school-required-reading
https://www.goodreads.com/shelf/show/high-school-required-reading
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Summer Reading Project
Over the summer, we’d like you to read a book of choice. Using that book, we’d like you to create a Visual
Presentation discussing the following aspects of the book.

Summary:
In the first section of your project, you will summarize the book you read. This section should be 7-10
sentences in which you describe the main events of the story. Be careful not to spoil the story!

Connection:
In the second section of your project, you will pick ONE of the following connections to discuss.

Text to Text- How is this book related to another text (book, movie, play)? Describe why you or the author
would have made this allusion, connection, or reference. How or why it was essential to the story.

Text to World- How is this book related to something that has happened in the real world? It could be a
connection to a world, national, or local event. It could be a historical or current day connection.

You should write a paragraph in which you make a claim about how the book and the connection are related,
provide evidence to support the claim (likely from an outside source), and provide sufficient reasoning for
how the claim and evidence are related.

Character Education:
In the third section of your project, you will explain how your book is related to or shows ONE of our core
values from the Seaholm Mission Statement. You should write a paragraph in which you make a claim about
how the book and Seaholm Mission Statement are related, provide evidence to support the claim (from your
independent reading book), and provide sufficient reasoning as to how the claim and evidence are related.

Think with reflection. Act with compassion. Perform with honor.

Vocabulary:
Throughout reading your book and your research for connections, you hopefully will have run into some new
vocabulary words. Please share three new words in context (give us the sentence in which they were found)
and then define the new terms.

Reminders/Notes:
● For this assignment, you should try to write objectively and academically. This means you should

avoid the use of personal pronouns (like I or me). Use the prompts on the page to help make sure
your task, audience, and purpose are clear.

● Don’t forget the elements of a CRAP presentation (Contrast, Repetition, Alignment, Proximity)
● Allusion: A brief and indirect reference to a person, place, thing, or idea of historical, cultural, literary,

or political significance. It does not describe in detail the person or thing to which it refers. It is just a
passing comment, and the writer expects the reader to possess enough knowledge to spot the
allusion and grasp its importance in a text. Example- “Don’t act like a Romeo in front of her.” –
“Romeo” is a reference to Shakespeare’s Romeo, a passionate lover of Juliet, in “Romeo and Juliet.”
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Independent Reading Project Planning Pages

Summary:

The title of my book-

The author of my book-

(Exposition) Describe the main characters and the setting-

Describe the basic plot line-

(Rising action) How or where did the problem/ conflict begin?

(Climax) What was the turning point of the story?

(Falling action) How was the problem/ conflict resolved?
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Connection:

Circle One

I’m a using Text to Text or Text to World connection.

Claim: In the book ______________________________________ by

_______________________________ the author makes connections to

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence (likely from an additional/ outside source):

*Did you remember to cite your source?

Reasoning:
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Character Education- Seaholm Mission Statement:

Circle which part of the statement you will be using:

Think with reflection. Act with compassion. Perform with honor.

Claim: The book, _______________________ (insert title again), can also be related to our

Seaholm Mission Statment: specifically the value,

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence (from your book):

*Did you remember to cite your source?

Reasoning:
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Vocabulary:

Vocabulary word #1: ____________________________________________________________

Sentence in context:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Definition:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

**Don’t forget your page number citation!

Vocabulary word #2: ____________________________________________________________

Sentence in context:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Definition:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary word #3: ____________________________________________________________

Sentence in context:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Definition:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Your teacher MAY use a rubric similar to this to grade your project.

Summer Reading Project
Rubric

Beginning
(1)

Developing
(2)

Competent
(3)

Proficient
(4)

Exceptional
(Above and

Beyond)
(5)

Thoughtful and complete
planning pages

(2) (4) (6) (8) (10)

Summary:
7-10 sentences that summarize
the book (no spoilers!)

Connection:
C-E-R-S about the book and a
text to text or text to world
connection (includes a citation)

Application:
C-E-R-S about how the book is
related to a Seaholm Mission
Statement (includes a citation)

Vocabulary:
3 New vocabulary words,
defined and cited.

Aesthetics:
Presentation is visually
appealing and follows the rules
of a C.R.A.P. presentation

Spelling and Mechanics Distracting
mistakes that
make the
presentation
difficult to
understand

Distracting
mistakes

Some
distracting
mistake

Minimal
distracting
mistakes

No distracting
mistakes


